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ABOUT ACJMC 
The Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee (ACJMC) was established by 

virtue of section 469(1) of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act, 2015. The Committee is 
essentially set up to ensure the effective administration of the criminal justice system. It has 

also been empowered by the enabling Act to set up a secretariat and take the steps necessary 
and vital to the implementation of its functions. Over the years, it has evidently progressed in 

ensuring speedy trial, decongestion of courts, prisons and custodial centers, and has 
consistently published its Annual Reports in this regard. 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee is dedicated to ensuring the 
effective administration of justice in the criminal system and the proper implementation of 
the ACJA 2015. The Committee expects the professional compliance of all stakeholders in 

the criminal justice system. 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
To enhance the Criminal Justice System across the Federation 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genevieve Ike Johnson 

 
It’s the ACJMC-Herald 6th Edition!! 

 
Trust you are well. 

 
Firstly, we heartily appreciate your presence at the launch of the maiden "ACJMC Herald' which was 

actually the May-June, 2022 edition. We are optimistic that the newsletter serves its purpose and heralds 

the transformation deserving of a seamless criminal justice system in Nigeria. 

Welcome to an August edition! This is not just a mundane compilation, it's literally august because the 

news dished out by this edition presents you with a heartwarming relish of ACJMC's new milestones and 

giant strides that will surely light you up. 

It is therefore with great honor that I bring to the public, partners and all criminal justice stakeholders, 

the 6th edition of ACJMC Herald. While it remains an all-important business of the Herald to ensure an 

effective, up to date dissemination of information on the criminal justice system and the ACJMC as a 

whole; We recognize without ado the unrelenting efforts of the Executive Secretary of ACJMC Federal, 

Mr. Sulayman Dawodu who has not just championed this, but continually blazes the team to an excellent 

path. 

Fasten your belts as we travel from Zuba to Kuje to Kogi to Kano to Bwari etc. for diverse programs and 

interventions by justice stakeholders, spearheaded and or in partnership with the ACJMC federal. With 

the CDSS launch, and other projects of the ACJMC, we are all set to soar... 

 
Please read on! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Sulayman Dawodu Esq. 
Executive Secretary, ACJMC

Dear distinguished partners, stakeholders, and the Nigerian populace, I bring you warm greetings from 
myself and the ACJMC Secretariat team. This is welcoming you to the 6th edition of the ACJMC Newsletter 
(ACJMC Herald). The ACJMC Herald is here as a strategic tool to ensure that stakeholders, partners and 
the general public are acquainted with the events of the committee. This will help all and sundry monitor 
the ACJMC’s progress and the steps that are being taken to guarantee the effective application of the 
ACJA 2015. 

 
As you are aware, the ACJMC is established by virtue of section 469 of the Administration of 
Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee (ACJA, 2015. The Committee is set up to ensure speedy trial 
of criminal cases, decongestion of prisons and custodial centres, decongestion of criminal cases in 
courts, and other activities vital to the dispensation of criminal justice in Nigeria. 

 
The recent achievements of the ACJMC have been mostly captured in this edition. They include: the 
oversight visitations of the committee, the Launch of the ACJMC-CDSS, distribution of First aid kits 
and sanitary equipment to police divisions, the contribution of the ACJMC towards the 
implementation of section 33 and 34 of the ACJA, 2015 to mention but a few. 

 
It will interest you to know that in enhancing the synergy of the Police and the DPP, the inaugurated 
NPF/DPP Focal Group has officially kicked off via the ACJMC’s Investigation and Prosecution sub- 
committee where their mode of 
operation was decided. 

 
The ACJMC operates an open, transparent, and accountable system, and to this end I invite 
comments and encourage suggestions from partners, stakeholders and the reading public on any 
aspect of our newsletter. 

 

Have an amazing read!  
 
Thank you. 



 

UNDERSTANDING AND UTILIZING THE CIVIL DIMENSIONS OF 

EFFECTIVE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION IN NIGERIA 

By Ehusani Abel Simpa 
 

 
CONTINUED FROM THE 5TH EDITION: 

 
Child offenders cannot be held accountable in the same way adults can be, this is why when a child is alleged to have 

committed an offence, the provisions of the Child Rights Act shall apply.13 It is no doubt borne out of the realization that 
by reason of age and countless circumstances beyond the control, mental capability or understanding of a child, there is a 
limit to how much blame or punishment they should undergo. A better approach will therefore be to ensure that every 
child is better protected in all the possible dimensions so as to prevent any form of criminal tendency or exposure. With 
the understanding, for example, that the education, maintenance and upkeep of a child are serious and sensitive matters 
which should not be hamstrung by technicalities. What is best for the child should be the paramount consideration of the 
court14 whenever questions must be answered regarding the life and realities of a child, it will not be out of place to 
consider the ultimate goal of ensuring that the minutest exposure or tendency growth towards criminality gets 
eradicated. 

 
Where in any case the defendant in respect of whom the court makes an order requiring that a recognizance be entered 
into is a child, the child shall not execute the recognizance but the court shall require a parent, legal guardian or other fit 
person with or without sureties, to enter into a recognizance that the child shall do what is required under the court’s 
order15 This provision of statute makes a case for a better approach towards the future of the society. 

 
IMPLICATIONS OF INEQUALITY, SEXUAL AND GENDER BASED INJUSTICE 

 
Land Disputes, rights to acquire property and other forms of civil litigation truly have close connecting variables to crime 
and as such the administration of criminal justice will only be totally effective when these variables are strategically 
examined and restructured. Violent crimes such as armed robbery, kidnapping, rape and gang-related crimes are not to 
be considered in isolation. Land disputes for instance, are widespread and could assume dangerous criminal dimensions if 
not quickly handled within the family.16 This is why the recognition and regulation of traditional crime fighting structures 
must be recognized. Family courts and customary courts have significant roles to play in the crime fighting progression 
because people almost always take laws into their hands to perpetuate heinous crimes when so many civil rights have 
been denied and civil wrongs appear to be condoned and permissible. 
It is argued that the depleting security situation in the North-western part of Nigeria grew out of land disputes driven by 
environmental degradation, population growth and government corruption over landrights17 

 
In the Federal Capital Territory, a very large number of civil cases that fill the dockets of the courts are land disputes/ 
property related. The alarming rising rate of: Criminal trespass to land, criminal breach of trust, fraudulent 
misrepresentation and other property related criminal activities vividly the importance of a holistic approach in 
appreciating the interconnectivity of civil litigation and criminal litigation which would ultimately reveal that, for example, 
the effective resolution of land disputes, recognition of land ownership rights, inheritance and such would go a long way 
in preventing other attendant criminal activities. 

 
Discrimination and other social stratifications must be considered deeply so as to also understand the factors that 
negatively affect children who grow to be young persons and ultimately adults. One tiny implication of discrimination can 
snowball into levels of criminality that cannot be checked when they get to be full blown. One of the fundamental reasons 
why equity and fairness remain intrinsic to substantial justice is because if there is no end to criminality. It is with this 
understanding, in conjunction with other facts that the Supreme court held that: “No matter the circumstances of the 
birth of a female child, she is entitled to an inheritance from her late father’s estate. Consequently, the Igbo customary 
law which disentitles a female child from partaking in her deceased father’s estate is in breach of section 42(1) and (2) of 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, a fundamental rights provision guaranteed to every Nigerian. 
The said discriminatory customary law is void as it conflicts with section 42(1) and (2) of the Constitution.18 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Alkali Ibrahim Ahmed19 identified illiteracy, poverty, culture and values, discrimination in labor among others as factors 
militating against women access to justice. With emphasis on the need for a structural change which must be multi- 
dimensional in nature, and that concrete steps to change the social structure must include mass organization to 
effectively break the bridge to class division. 

 
Rape victims need to have complete justice. Beyond the satisfaction of seeing their assailants sent to jail, there ought to 
be some monetary compensation in order to restore some dignity to them. Cost of therapy and other treatments should 
be mandatorily paid by convicts so as to deter and truly prevent future occurrence. The position of the law as reiterated 
by the Supreme Court has put a fundamental tool in the workings of justice. Another important dimension reflected  in 
the existing legislation is the provision that “a woman who has contracted a valid marriage shall have in her own name 
against all persons, including the husband of the marriage, the same remedies and redress by way of criminal proceedings 
for the protection and security of her own separate property as if such property belonged to her as an unmarried 
woman.”20 When rights are clearly defined and individuals, regardless of gender have true opportunities to ventilate 
grievances and exercise rights, justice is served and the society is safer. 

 
WE ARE ALL VICTIMS 
Aged parents, spouse(s), children, families, communities are often the victims of crimes perpetuated by adults. Even for 
repentant terrorists, bandits, kidnappers and perpetuators of other heinous criminal activities, restitution and payment of 
compensation to victims will truly put justice on a realistic pedestal. One of the very terrifying and baffling realities to 
grapple with is the understanding that the rapists, killers, kidnappers, the bandits, the terrorists and all other criminals 
ultimately are still human beings who often are either victims of their own default or circumstances beyond their control. 

 
While I humbly agree that convicted criminals should face the full wrath of the law, my focus here is on the victims. When 
in the course of criminal justice, all the key players have diligently ensured that prosecution is successful and punishment 
is duly deserved, who takes care of the little girl who was raped and is now in a situation known as “a child raising a 
child”, what happens to communities ravished and impoverished by the activities of bandits? Painfully, we hear of 
rehabilitation and reintegration of repentant terrorists. What happens to a young man who witnessed the brutal killing of 
several friends and family members, only to see the same set of terrorists getting government aid and support. That’s 
devastating and can sure make the young man recalibrate his lifestyle. My argument here is this; while we push for 
restorative justice, a dangerous norm should not be allowed. It must not be better rewarding to indulge in criminality 
than to be law abiding. 

 
Compensation to persons injured by offence and payment in defraying expenses incurred on medical treatment of a 
victim injured by the convict in connection with the offence. This is one important aspect of true justice. To ensure that 
convicts make restitution or pay compensation to victims of crime21 is captured in the existing legislation on criminal 
justice administration. A step in the right direction would therefore mean that no stone be left unturned in ensuring that 
adequate compensation, rehabilitation and true recovery is mad possible for victims. 

 

Whereas in the case of C&C Const. Co Ltd. V. Okhai22, the dimension of pai, suffering hurt and emotional trauma had 
judicial consideration, the clear evaluation of all facts and deep reflection of all the appropriate constraints led to the 
decision that indeed, no principle can be laid down upon which damages for pain and suffering can be awarded in terms 
of quantum, still such damages were held to be susceptible to approximated monetary evaluation by the court The award 
is usually generous although not excessively high or grossly low. Ultimately and for the best apart, the court decided that 
“where pain is claimed as an element of damages measuring the damages by money by a money standard is no ground 
for denying pecuniary relief”. 



 

 
 
 

 

 

I am in total harmony with the argument which posits that the general aims of sentences include; keeping offenders away 
from the society, deterrence to reduce crime, prevent re-offending, reform and rehabilitation of offenders, protection of 
the public etc. by the offender to those affected by the Crime, denunciation-which reflects society’s abhorrence of the 
crime.23 

 

With the understanding of these aims, there is now therefore no more justification for the continued delay in adopting 
more effective measures that are actually result-oriented. 

 

CONCLUSION 
This article essentially opened up channels of understanding to the points raised in favor of a holistic approach towards 

administration of criminal justice. Objectively, it is an empirical reality that laws, statutes, rules and instructions are made to 

guide human conduct appropriately. Should those of us, who have failed in our responsibilities towards others and have not 

been meticulous in providing and ensuring an enabling environment for law abiding life choices not be punished the same 

way the criminals are? We will indeed be better humans if we consider all other factors that are responsible for crime and 

criminality and pay more attention to restoration, repair, restitution etc., so that there can really be justice for all. It is one 

world, one earth, one humanity. 

 

 

 

 
END NOTES 
13 Part 43 Section 452 Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015 
14 This was the decision of the Federal Capital Territory Customary Court of Appeal in the case of DR. (MRS.) CRYSTAL NWAFOR V. MR. 

FABIAN NWAFOR (Unreported) 24/6/2021 FCT CCA APPEAL NO. FCT/CCA/CVA/42/2018 P. 19 
15 Section 166 of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015 
16 The Conversation, ‘How traditional beliefs and systems are used to fight crime in parts of Lagos’ published October 7, 2019 Premium 

Times Newspaper. Available online via https://www.premiumtimesng.com/features-and-interviews.html Accessed 15 June, 2022 at 

8:07AM 
17 Z.B. Ibrahim: ‘Land Dispute, Population Growth Backbone for Attacks in the Northwest’ 
18 UKEJE V. UKEJE [2014] 11 NWLR PT.1418 P.408, PARAS. C-E 
19 In his article ‘Women access to Justice in Nigeria: Constraints and way out’ (2010) 3 NJI L.J 
20 Section 191 of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015 
21 Ibid Section 319 & 321 
22 [2003] 18 NWLR (PT. 851) Pages105-106 
23 Administration of Criminal Justice Act. Op. Cit. Section 323(1) 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENT!!! 
 

Send in feature articles and other legal 
materials on the administration of 

criminal justice to the ACJMC Herald at 
acjmcherald@gmail.com 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/features-and-interviews.html


 

 
 

PHOTO GALLERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ACJMC/JWC Interactive session held on the 6th of July, 
2022 at the ACJMC Secretariat, Gudu. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution of First Aid kits and sanitary equipment to 
Kuje Police Division on the 8th of July, 2022. 

Distribution of First Aid kit and sanitation equipment 
to the Iddo police division on the 8th of July, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACJMC Speedy Trail Sub-Committee Meeting on the 21st of 
July, 2022

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACJMC Investigation and Prosecution Sub- 
Committee Meeting on the 22nd of July, 2022 

Oversight Visitation at National Assembly 

Police Division on the 25th of July, 2022 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Lokoja Training Workshop on the 
implementation of s33 and 34 of the 
ACJA 2015. 

ACJMC Oversight Visitation at Kubwa Police Division on the 

26th of July, 2022 

 
 

 

  
ACJMC CDSS Launch on the 1st of August 

2022. 
 
 

 

 

Training workshop on the 

Implementation of section 33 and 34 

ACJA, 2015 in Kano State on the 16th and 

17th of August, 2022 

ACJMC HERALD (5th Edition) Launch on the 1st of 

August 2022. 
 
 
 
 

 
Training workshop on the Implementation of 

section 33 and 34 ACJA, 2015 in FCT, Abuja on the 

17th and 18th August, 2022. 



 

 
 
 

ACJMC SPECIAL FEATURES AND EVENTS 
 

ACJMC-COURT DUTY SOLICITOR SCHEME LAUNCH 
(ACJMC-CDSS) 

 
On the 1st August, 2022 the ACJMC launched the ACJMC-Court Duty Solicitor Scheme. Over time, the ACJMC Police Duty 

Solicitor Scheme has documented over 100 pro bono lawyer requests from detainees across the FCT. The scheme, being an 

initiative borne by the Pioneer body, the Legal Aid Council (LACON) to help indigent and vulnerable detainees, and to ensure 

that the size of the pocket does not determine access to justice in representing the less privileged. 

By virtue of section 470, ACJA 2015, the ACJMC amongst its other mandates is saddled with the responsibility of ensuring the 

effective implementation of the ACJA in terms of decongesting custodial centres and ensuring speedy trial of cases that 

would have otherwise congested the case dockets of the judicial officers unnecessarily and or, encouraging longer detention 

periods outside legally acceptable statutory periods. The ACJMC-CDSS to this end is a timely expansion of the Police Duty 

scheme. The CDSS has been piloted in three magistrates’ courts in the FCT, specifically Zone 2 and Zone 6 and Dutse 

magistrate court for some strategic reasons, with three dedicated pioneer lawyers and four other backup advocates assigned 

to those jurisdictions. It will also interest you to know that in complying with the laws on the Discrimination against Persons 

with Disability and for the purposes of inclusivity, the ACJMC-CDSS has amongst its pioneer solicitors, a lawyer living with 

disability who is filled with the experience and passion to effectively carry out the mandates of the scheme. 

 
A Collaborative training was conducted by the ACJMC and the Hope Behind Bars Africa (HBBA) in June, 2022 where the mode 

of operations of the scheme was adequately spelt out in a policy document presented by Mrs. Genevieve Ike Johnson; the 

supervising solicitor for CDSS on the execution strategies to equip the CDSS lawyers on the knowledge and other basic 

technicality required to carry out their jobs, the pioneer solicitors were indoctrinated and the scheme is set to kickoff October 

1, 2022. The representative of the CJN and the DG-LACON officially launched the ACJMC Court Duty Scheme. 

 

 

ACJMC NEWSLETTER- 5TH EDITION LAUNCH 

(ACJMC-HERALD) 
 

On the 1st of August, 2022; the ACJMC Newsletter (5th Edition) now called the “ACJMC-HERALD” was officially launched and 
unveiled at Treasures Suites, Maitama. The ACJMC Herald is the newly published edition of the ACJMC Newsletter essentially 
for the dissemination of information and activities of the committee. 

 
The newly published Newsletter features, ACJMC Special Events, the journey through the launch of the ACJMC-PDSS and the 

journey and experiences so far, a special feature article on “Understanding and Utilizing the Civil Dimension of Effective 
Criminal Justice Administration in Nigeria” by Ehusani Abel Simpa which was analysed at the launch and which will be 
completed in this edition, Activities of the ACJMC for the month of May and June, Refreshing Puzzle segment and an exciting 
photo collage all for your reading pleasure. 

 

The representative of the CJN, the NHRC, LACON, NBA representatives and the ACJMC-Herald Editorial team took part in the 
official launch and unveiling of the Newsletter and copies were appropriately distributed to attendees. 

 
The ACJMC- Herald promises to be more engaging, refreshing and content filled in the months to come. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAINING WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SECTION 33 AND 34 OF THE ACJA, 2015 
 

Overtime, the ACJMC has taken up the numerous tasks being the only monitoring agency in the criminal justice system in 
Nigeria. One of its mandates amongst many others as stipulated in the Administration of Criminal Justice Act (ACJA), 2015 
is to ensure the synergy and collaboration between criminal justice stakeholders. 

 
On this premise, the ACJMC in collaboration with its partners and other relevant stakeholders took the bull by the horn 
and organized a workshop across the federation in enhancing the compliance with the implementation of section 33 ACJA, 
on the reporting obligations of the police and section 34 ACJA on the Judicial Oversight visitations statutorily imposed on 
the magistrates. 

 
On the 17th and 18th of August, 2022; the Rule of Law and Anti-Corruption (ROLAC) in collaboration with the ACJMC had a 
2-Day workshop inviting Oversight Magistrates, Police officers across the FCT and the respective DPOs and DCOs. This 
session was beyond the need to train officers on the know-how of properly implementing the sections; but also, as a 
platform to air grievances, arrive at remarkable solutions and establish a cordial and respectful relationship between the 
magistrates and the police officers. 

 
This same exercise was carried out in Lokoja by the Federal Justice Reform Sector Coordinating Committee (FJRSCC) in 
collaboration with the Kogi State Government and the Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee (ACJMC) 
between 26th-28th July, 2022. The ACJMC also trained the police officers and magistrates on the use of the ACJMC Portal in 
enhancing their statutory reporting obligations. The event was graced with the presence of the Permanent secretary, 
Federal Ministry of Justice, the Deputy Governor of Kogi state representing the Governor, the Director Magistrate FCT and 
the DPO Dawaki Police Division. 

 
This exercise took place in Kano State on the 16th and 17th of August, 2022 and presentations were also made by Mr. Moyo 
Boluwade of the ACJMC Federal on the use of the ACJMC portal. 

 
The ACJMC is confident that this is a step towards ensuring peace and harmony in the system and we are hopeful that with 
dedication and hard work and an existing cordial relationship, the criminal justice in Nigeria, will be one worthy of 
emulation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
QUOTE OF THE MONTH! 

 

 

Justice Delayed is justice denied” 

 

“William E. Gladstone” 



 

 

 

 

   ACJMC’S ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS FOR JULY- AUGUST 
 

In line with its mandate of ensuring the effective implementation of ACJA, the ACJMC’s activities for the 

months of July-August 2022 were as usual tailored towards achieving the objective. These activities are listed 

as follows: 

1. On the 1st of July, the ACJMC in collaboration with the Police and supported by ROLAC conducted a Train the Trainers 

workshop on the use of the Statement taking Room at the Anti-Violence Unit Guzape. The ACJMC has recently 

conducted oversight visitations to ensure the effective use of the Statement Taking Rooms stationed in Guzape and 

Wuse Zone 3, FCT. 

 
2.  The ACJMC and Juvenile Women Centre Interactive session held on the 6th of July at the JSC Conference Hall, Gudu. The 

meeting was borne out of the need to focus on Juvenile and women related cases and offences in the FCT. 

 

3. On the 8th of July, the ACJMC-PDSS kicked off with its second leg on providing and distributing First Aid kits/ Sanitary 

equipment and training of officers on the use of the First Aid kits across various police divisions in the FCT. This project 

was borne out of the need to improve the health conditions of detainees. The distribution spanned across Zuba, Iddo 

and Kuje Police Divisions. 

 
4.  The Federal Justice Sector Reform Coordinating Committee in collaboration with the Government of Kogi state 

organized a National workshop in Lokoja on the use of Technology for the implementation of section 29, 33 and 34 

ACJA, 2015 between the 26th-28th of July. This event featured dignitaries from the Ministry of Justice, Judges, Magistrates, 

the Police and the ACJMC who conducted the training on the use of the ACJMC Portal. The training on the implementation of 

section 33 and 34 ACJA was repeated in Kano between the 16th and 17th of August and in FCT, Abuja between the 17th and 

18th August, with the latter being supported by ROLAC. 

 

5. In implementing the mandates of the ACJMC as stipulated in the ACJA, the oversight visits to various police divisions were 

conducted. Apo division visited on the 2nd July, Bwari visited on the 17th July, Kubwa visited on the 26th July, Gwarinpa and 

Galadima Police divisions visited on the 29th July. 

 
6. On the 21st and 22nd July, the ACJMC held its Speedy trail sub-committee and Investigation and Prosecution sub- 

committee meetings respectively. These meetings were geared towards the implementation of the ACJC, 2015 on 

Speedy trial and ensuring the synergy between the various criminal stakeholders particularly the NPF and DPP 

 

7. Flowing from the persistent work of the ACJMC-PDSS, the ACJMC- Court Duty Solicitor Scheme was launched alongside 

the ACJMC Newsletter titled the ACJMC Herald on the 1st of August, 2022. The launch of the CDSS marked the beginning 

of a milestone in the history of effective criminal administration, speedy trial and justice for the indigent in the society. 

The ACJMC Herald 5th edition is a platform that seeks to herald and share the good news, information and activities of 

the ACJMC. 

 

8. On the 31st of August, 2022; the ACJMC held an all-encompassing Juvenile Welfare Centre Stakeholders workshop on 

the Implementation of Gender Equality, and Social Inclusion in the Criminal Justice System. The event featured 

members of the Nigeria Police Force, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Humanitarian, Ministry of Women Affairs, PRAWA, 

NAPTIP and the PRESS.   

 

9. In the months of July and August, the ACJMC has attended various discussion sessions conducted by: The Centre for 
Socio Legal studies (CSLS), NBA-Human Rights Institute, PWAN, ROLAC, CLEEN Foundation, PLAC, to mention but a few. 
The ACJMC has overtime maintained a great chain of collaboration with its partners and other criminal stakeholders in 
effectively paving the way for a seamless criminal justice system in Nigeria 



 

 

 

ACJMC PDSS (MONTHLY APPRAISAL) 

 
ACJMC- POLICE DUTY SOLICITORS SCHEME 

 
The ACJMC Police Duty Solicitor Scheme (PDSS) was launched in January 2022 and took a full swing on the 1st of February 2022. The PDSS have 

been operational in Apo, Bwari, Durumi, Dutse, Karu, Life camp, Lugbe, Maitama and Mpape Police Divisions. After recording successful 

collaborations and increased compliance with the ACJA 2015 in the first few months, the PDSS proceeded to expand to five more Police Divisions 

which got the approval of the CP, FCT Command on the 27th of April 2022. ACJMC PDSS coverage now includes Asokoro, Zuba, Trademore, Iddo and 

Byazin Police Divisions. Duty Solicitors have since been deployed to all the Stations involved and have commenced their all-important duties. 
 

The ACJMC PDSS prides itself on a monthly appraisal meeting usually focused on getting feedbacks from all the Duty Solicitors concerning their 

work ranging from statutory reporting obligations, challenges, achievements/projects and actions plans in order to tackle identified challenges. 
 

PDSS CHALLENGES 
 

Some of the reoccurring challenges noted at the June 1st 2022 appraisal meeting for the month of July-August 2022 include: 

• Detaining arrested persons beyond 48hours, the issue of lack of prosecutors, Lack of reliable sureties hindering suspects from fulfilling 

bail conditions, Lack of Adequate Water Supply, Extortion of Suspects and Complainants by Police officers, Unnecessary detention of 

suspects without reaching out to their relatives, Failure of police officers in complying with Bail orders granted by oversight 

magistrates. 

 
PDSS PROJECTS 

 

The ACJMC has put in place specific projects as a way to curb the challenges of the Police Duty scheme. They include: 

• The issue of lack of lawyers have become history as the ACJMC on the 1st of August launched its Court Duty Solicitor Scheme to afford 

the indigent and vulnerable access to legal representation, this issue has also been at the front burner agenda of the ACJMC 

Investigation and Prosecution sub-committee. This has helped in effectively implementing its mandate in relation to decongestion of 

custodial centres and courts as stipulated in the ACJA, 2015. 

 

• The issue of lack of first aid kits: The ACJMC taken actions since June and continued in the month of July, 2022. The ACJMC took the 

huge stride in procuring and distributing first aid kits and sanitary equipment to the 15 police divisions covered under the Police Duty 

scheme. This seeks to improve the health conditions of detainees and our little contribution to Community service. 

 

ACJMC-PDSS (JULY REPORT) 

 
 

NO. OF DETAINEES NO. OF DETAINEES 
WITHOUT LEGAL 

REPRESENTATION 

NO. OF MINOR 
DETAINED 

NO. OF 
DETAINEES 

GRANTED BAIL 

NO. OF DETAINEES 
CHARGED 

NO. OF DETAINEES 
NOT CHARGED 

1,494 878 56 948 192 522 

 
This report reflects that more work needs to be done in effectively decongesting the prisons. However, there is an overall fine level of 

improvement compared to the previous months and a seamless cooperation between the Duty Solicitors and the Police Officers has indeed 

championed a wide consciousness of the ACJA 2015 and other extant laws in the Police Divisions. The sensitizations and the strive towards full 

implementation of the ACJA is most commendable
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 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

• ACJMC STATUTORY MEETING 

• TRAINING OF MAGISTRATES ON THE USE OF THE ACJMC PORTAL WITH NEWLY PURCHASED TABLETS 

• DEPLOYMENT OF THE ACJMC PORTAL ACROSS ACJMC STATES 

• DECONGESTION SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 
AND SO MUCH MORE... 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

ACJMC SECRETARIAT, JUDICIAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 
OFF OLADIPO DIYA DRIVE, GUDU, FCT ABUJA             

                                    CONTACT ACJMC!    EMAIL: info@acjmc.org/ 
WEBSITE: www.acjmcng.org/ 
MOBILE; +234-909-468-8542 
 

mailto:info@acjmc.org/
http://www.acjmcng.org/

