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ACJMC- POLICE DUTY SOLICITORS SCHEME 
The ACJMC Police Duty Solicitor Scheme (PDSS) was launched in January 2022 and took a full swing on the 1st of February 2022. 

The PDSS have been operational in Apo, Bwari, Durumi, Dutse, Karu, Lifecamp, Lugbe, Maitama and Mpape Police Divisions. After 

recording successful collaborations and increased compliance with the ACJA 2015 in the first few months, the PDSS proceeded to 

expand to five more Police Divisions which got the approval of the CP, FCT Command on the 27th of April 2022. ACJMC PDSS 

coverage now includes Asokoro, Zuba, Trademore, Ido and Byazin Police Divisions. Duty Solicitors have since been deployed to all 

the Stations involved and have commenced their all-important duties. 

PDSS Monthly Appraisal 
The ACJMC PDSS prides itself on a monthly appraisal meeting usually focused on getting feedbacks from all the Duty Solicitors 

concerning their work, the achievements, challenges and future plan of actions in order to tackle identified challenges. Some of 

the reoccurring challenges noted at the June 1st 2022 appraisal meeting for the month of May 2022 include: 

• Detention on account of Police raid: Some of the Stations are noted to be in the habit going for a raid and detaining 

all the persons arrested at the location without any reasonable cause. 

• Lack of Police Prosecutors: The Duty Solicitor at Kuje Division particularly, complained about detention of suspects 

beyond 48 hrs. due to lack of Police Prosecutors who would arraign the suspects in Court. 

• Lack of Sureties: Many of the suspects detained beyond 48hrs. have failed to provide reliable sureties even after 

being granted bail, whether at the Station or in Court. Some of the suspects do not have any family members or 

relatives within jurisdiction and they cannot be released on self-recognizance because of the nature of the alleged 

offence and not having any defined residence or work place. 

• Bribery: The Police Officers are extorting diverse amounts of money from both suspects and complainants. They 

point to the lack of administrative maintenance as an excuse to demand for considerable sums of money before 

granting bail. 

• Lack of Pro Bono Lawyers: Many of the suspects being charged do not have legal representatives and this has 

resulted in the unnecessary detention of suspects at custodial facilities. 

• Lack of Adequate Water Supply Facility: The Duty Solicitor at Karu Division complained about insufficient water 

supply at the Station. According to her report, the Station does not have a borehole and only relies on the erratic 

supply of the FCT Water Board. She stated also, that the Station does not have enough water storage facility to 

enable them store enough water for flush and cleaning. This has resulted in the Officers and detainees having to stay 

in an unhygienic condition which puts their health at risk. The Executive Secretary, ACJMC took note of the challenge 

and assured her that the Station would be provided with an extra water storage tank to alleviate the difficult 

situation. 

• It is noteworthy also, that the earlier complaints of lack of first aid for suspects by the various Police Divisions noted 

by the supervisor during her rounds have so far been taken care of, courtesy of the ACJMC Federal, as the 

distribution of First Aid Kits, Cleaning and disinfecting materials including a training for Officers on the use of first aid 

to all Divisions has so far commenced since the 8th of June 2022. 

Overall, a fine level of cooperation between the Duty Solicitors and the Police Officers has indeed championed a wide 

consciousness of the ACJA 2015 and other extant laws in the Police Divisions, the sensitizations and strive towards full 

implementation are most commendable. 

ACJMC- COURT DUTY SOLICITORS SCHEME 
From inception of the Police Duty Solicitor Scheme to date, we have documented over 100 pro bono lawyer requests, thus we 

identified the dire need to establish the CDSS. 

Court Duty Solicitor Scheme will provide young lawyers deployed by the ACJMC to be stationed in the courts to advocate for trifle 

matters especially involving indigent and vulnerable litigants speedily, dispensing cases that would have otherwise congested the 

case dockets of the judicial officers unnecessarily and or encouraging longer detentions periods outside legally acceptable 

statutory periods. So far, the concept and mode of operations by the CDSS are already determined and on the 8th of June 2022, a 

training was held by the Hope Behind Bars Africa (HBBA) in collaboration with the ACJMC Federal to equip the CDSS on the 

knowledge and other basic technicality required to carry out their jobs. The official lunch is slated for July, 2022. 
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ABOUT ACJMC 

MISSION STATEMENT

VISION STATEMENT 

The Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee (ACJMC) was 
established by virtue of section 469(1) of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act, 
2015. The Committee is essentially set up to ensure the effective administration of 
the criminal justice system. It has also been empowered by the enabling Act to set up 
a secretariat and take the steps necessary and vital to the implementation of its 
functions. Over the years, it has evidently progressed in ensuring speedy trial, 
decongestion of courts, prisons and custodial centres, and has consistently 
published its Annual Reports in this regard. 

The Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee is dedicated to 
ensuring the effective administration of justice in the criminal system and the proper 
implementation of the ACJA 2015. The Committee expects the professional 
compliance of all stakeholders in the criminal justice system.

To enhance the Criminal Justice System across the Federation 

In line with its mandate of ensuring the effective implementation of ACJA, the ACJMC's activities for 

the months of May-June 2022 were as usual tailored towards achieving the objective. These activities 

are listed as follows:

 

1. The ACJMC attended the Anticorruption Workshop at Penial Apartment, Wuse Abuja on the 

review of the Anti-corruption bills from the 6-8th of May 2022. This gave rise to the Proceeds of 

Crime Act, Terrorism Prevention Act and the Money Laundering (Prevention and Prohibition) Act 

2022. 

2. The ACJMC Federal has consistently given support to its state chapters and has ensured visits to 

Abia, Delta and Ogun State from the 10th-13th of May 2022. The ACJMC is now strongly 

established in over 22 states of the Federation. 

3. As part of its effective step in implementing the ACJA, it ensures that speedy trial of cases and 

court decongestion. The committee engaged in the distribution of Computers, Printers and 

Materials to the Director Magistrate and FCID to also improve the Virtual Court System. 

4. The Committee attended a 2- Day Conference on the Use of Technology to Increase Access to 

Justice for Pre-trial Detainees in Nigeria. This was organised by the Federal Justice Sector Reform 

Committee on the 11th and 12th of May, 2022. The Committee participated in the process and a 

Communique emerged from the session. 

5. The Committee held an Oversight visit at the FCID and Life Camp Police division on the 19th and 

25th of May 2022, with Senior Magistrate Fatimah Nadoma and Chief Magistrate Tom Tukura Vera 

respectively. Both cells accounted for a total number of 127 detainees. The Committee took 

proper records and has prosecutors deployed to various police divisions to help detainees through 

their bail process and also give them access to legal representation. 

6. Oversight visits were also made to the following police stations: Gwarimpa and Galadima Police 

stations with Senior Magistrate Egbe Raphael on the 26th of May 2022. The two cells accounted 

for a total number of 12 male suspects. Prosecutors have also been deployed to these stations to 

also ensure their compliance with the ACJA. 

7. The Committee was ably present at the NBA Abuja (Unity Bar) Law Week as a discussant on 

"Optimizing the Judiciary for Social and Economic Development" 

The Committee held its 1st Statutory meeting for the year at the FCT High Court on the 31st of May 

2022. This meeting bore the Inauguration of the NPF-DPP Focal Group to enhance the synergy of the 

NPF-DPP in the FCT and strengthen the implementation of the Standard Operating Procedure which 

was drafted with the support of the Investigation and Prosecution subcommittee. 

2
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HOPE BEHIND BARS COLLABORATIVE TRAINING WITH ACJMC 

On the 8th of June 2022, the ACJMC held a collaborative training with Hope Behind Bars Africa themed; 
Strengthening the capacity of Human right lawyers in Nigeria. Statistics have shown that 71% of prisoners in 
jail are awaiting trial, some are due to their inability to pay a set fine, the language barrier causing the 
defendants not to understand Court proceedings held in English language etc. 

The session reviewed various Legislations relating to pre-trial detention in Nigeria, from the principle of 
presumption of innocence, to granting of bail to minimize pre-trial detention. The practical approach to 
handling human rights cases, the act of defending the vulnerable population were also discussed with critical 
evaluation in terms of the human right practices viz-a-viz the provisions of the criminal laws. It essentially 
highlighted the provisions of the ACJA 2015, on the grant of bail, the humane treatment of detainees, records 
of arrests, Magisterial oversight and so on. Other supporting laws such as the Legal Aid Act (1977), the Anti-
Torture Act (2017), the Police Act (2020), the Police Force Order 20 were altogether mentioned. 

The session generally encouraged young lawyers to get involved in upholding and implementing the available 
legislations on pre-trial detentions in their best capacity, so that the real essence of these legislations are not 
defeated. 

ANTI-CORRUPTION LEGISLATION WORKSHOP
 
In an attempt to fight corruption and curb the criminal practices in Nigeria, the National Assembly had early in 
the year newly passed some Anti-corruption Legislation. They include; The Proceeds of Crimes (Recovery and 
Management) Act which is a fresh enactment and the Money Laundering (Prevention and Prohibition) Act 
and the Terrorism (Prevention and Prohibition) Act which were improved upon. The ACJMC, prior to the 
enactment of the laws impacted the process by bringing together the relevant stakeholders to review specific 
areas of the laws needed to be changed or amended to meet the demands of the criminal justice system. 

Stakeholders of the Criminal Justice System gathered on the 16th of June to generally discus and analyse the 
provisions of these newly passed anti-corruption laws. The workshop was essentially to sensitize stakeholders 
on the salient provisions of these laws and how they can change the Criminal Justice system in Nigeria. It was 
geared to also intimate them on their responsibilities as regards the implementation and enforcement of the 
laws. 

The successful passage of these laws has shown that the government is interested in apprehending offenders, 
and is set to further strengthen amplifying the criminal justice system in Nigeria. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH! 

THE JUDGE'S OBLIGATION AND ONLY SOLEMN OBLIGATION IS THE RULE OF LAW 

"Brainy Quotes 
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It's a brand-new 5th Edition!
 
Welcome to ACJMC Herald… 

Since 2018, It's no longer news that the Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee 
(ACJMC), established under section 469 has been one of the most positive features of the ACJA 
2015, to the effect that the provisions of the Act and its purpose captured under sub-section 1 are 
upheld and consistently nurtured to a full realization in the administration of criminal justice in 
Nigeria. 

With great honour, I bring to the public, partners and all criminal justice stakeholders, this new 
edition of the Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee (ACJMC) newsletter, 
now called the ACJMC Herald, A bi-monthly newsletter of the Administration of Criminal Justice 
Monitoring Committee, May-June 2022 edition. 

The Herald's objective is to ensure an effective, up-to-date dissemination of information in the 
Criminal Justice System and the activities of the ACJMC as a whole. Previous editions have 
highlighted events and diverse works of the ACJMC and on that note has acknowledged the 
resilient efforts of the Executive Secretary, Mr. Sulayman Dawodu Esq, who has indeed 
championed this, thumbs up sir! 

This edition promises to be an exceptionally refreshing read. Take note that this eclectic new 
ACJMC Herald will thrill you, bringing you up to speed with programs, events, news of the ACJMC 
including special feature articles on thematic and topical issues you cannot afford to miss. 

Do keep a date with the ACJMC Herald and enjoy a most valuable read. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FIRST AID KITS TO PRISONS AND TRAINING OF POLICE OFFICERS
 
Concerned about the health of persons detained in the custody of the Police, the Federal Ministry of 
Justice, under the aegis of the Administration of Criminal Justice Monitoring Committee (ACJMC), has 
commenced training of officers and men of the FCT Police Command on the use of first aid. 

The training which took off with three Police Divisional Headquarters, in Durumi, Maitama and Life camp, 
all in Abuja, will take place in 20 Police Divisional Headquarters across the FCT as part of ACJMC mass 
sensitization on the need to comply with the provision of the Administration of Justice Act (ACJA) 2015. 

The Executive Secretary of the ACJMC, Mr Sulayman Dawodu said, ACJA provides a minimum standard 
the Police must comply with in handling detainees in custody, saying that, the use and knowledge of first 
aid are essential to this compliance and in cases of suspects with injury. 

Mr. Dawodu noted that the law presumes a suspect innocent until proven otherwise by a competent 
court, hence detainees should be treated as humans and given the necessary needs before or after 
conviction. According to the ACJA monitoring committee boss, "Welfare of detainees is paramount, even 
though they have committed an offence, their welfare has to be taken into consideration. 

A sick or dead suspect or convict could lead to a case stalling or left pending as the detainee may need to 
take care of health challenges first and this might not be good for the case. 

"These convicts or suspects are kept in your care in remand to ensure that they do not go back to what led 
them here, so it is good that the best way possible be practiced, as I believe no Police will want to have any 
detainee die in his custody." 

The Executive Secretary asserted that the ACJMC will continue to liaise with the Police to ensure that the 
stipulations of the ACJA law will be put to use, especially by the Divisional officers while handling 
detainees in their custody. The facilitator for the training, a medical doctor with the Pereprod hospital, 
Abuja, Dr Linda John, said the knowledge of first aid is important to all, adding that the life of a patient can 
be saved with proper first aid administration 

The three DPOs, who received a first aid box and several sanitary materials from the committee 
expressed appreciation to the ACJMC while calling for resident medical personnel to be attached to every 
Police station to aid the division on issues of health. 

Highlight of the visit was the handling of First Aid Kits and washing items to all three divisions. 

See https://tribuneonlineng.com/fg-moves-to-improve-detainees-health-conditions/ 
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Dear distinguished partners, stakeholders, and the Nigerian populace; I bring you warm 
greetings from myself and the ACJMC Secretariat Team. 

This is officially welcoming you to the 5th edition of the ACJMC Newsletter, now called the 
"ACJMC Herald" The ACJMC Herald is here as a strategic tool to ensure that stakeholders, 
partners and the general public are acquainted with the events of the committee. This would 
help all and sundry to monitor the ACJMC's progress, and the steps that are being taken to 
guarantee that ACJA is effectively applied. 

As you are aware, the ACJMC is established by virtue of s.469 of the Administration of Criminal 
Justice Act (ACJA) 2015. The committee is established to ensure the speedy trial of criminal 
cases, decongestion of prisons, decongestion of criminal cases in courts and other activities 
vital to the dispensation of criminal justice in Nigeria. 

The recent achievements of the ACJMC have been mostly captured in this edition. They include 
the oversight visitations of the Committee, the distribution of first aid kits and sanitary tools as 
a way to improve the health conditions in the prisons, collaborative trainings geared towards 
new projects, the contribution of the ACJMC towards the newly passed anti-corruption laws, 
to mention but a few. 

It will also interest you to know that the Committee recently held its statutory meeting which 
bore the inauguration of the NPF-DPP Focal Group to enhance the synergy of the NPF-DPP in 
the FCT. These and many more, you will find in this new edition. 

The ACJMC operates an open, transparent and accountable system and to this end, I invite 
comments and encourage suggestions from partners, stakeholders and the reading public on 
any aspect of our newsletter. 

Do have an amazing read! 

Thank You. 

5
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Humanity is a community of people who are innately flawed. No human being is by default free of 
wrong and no one can effortlessly live a blameless life without control, discipline, faith and 
determination. We are consistently influenced by realities within and beyond our control. The 
ability, capacity and capability to consistently make informed choices within the bounds of law and 
morality would always be measured by the level of stretch that applies to freedom, freewill and 
fundamental rights. 

INTRODUCTION 
The current justice system in Nigeria is inadequate in terms of dealing with offenders, victims and communities who 
directly experience the moments and the aftermath of crime. The parameters of justice are fundamentally civil and 
criminal. This is intrinsically undeniable. In order to appreciate the administration of justice wholistically, there is 
the need to understand that the civil and criminal pedestals are intertwined in more ways than is commonly 
understood or appreciated. Restorative Justice and the non-custodial dimensions of criminal justice have come to 
recalibrate the true essence of the need to the sustain the bounds of humanity in curbing criminality. Criminal 
Justice has to be fundamentally approached from the correctional perspective so as to achieve the ultimate goal of 
a better society with harmony and peaceful co-existence staying established as the universal culture.
 
There is a connection between civil wrongs and criminal acts. The fundamental ingredients of criminality hold 
inherent the twin masts of crime which moves it from an inchoate state of reality to a complete legal classification; 
"actus reus" and "mens rea". There is no doubt about the position of law which is notoriously identifiable that for a 
criminal offence to occur there must be two main elements - the prohibited conduct and the mental element of a 

2
guilty mind or intention . 

"Mens rea is a Latin phrase for "guilty mind" basically, the state of mind. In a case, the prosecution must prove that 
the defendant had the mental element or "guilty mind" while committing a crime to secure a conviction. Let's take 
an example of theft, the mens rea for this crime is the intention to deprive the rightful owner of the property. If 
someone was involved in an act but without the intention to commit a crime, they may not be convicted for the said 
crime. Actus reus is a Latin phrase for "guilty act". Actus reus is the wrongful deed that comprises the physical 
components of a crime that must be coupled with mens rea for one to be held criminally liable. The "guilty act" in 
theft is the actual taking of or unlawful control over property without the owner's consent."3 

'Actions or inactions do trigger reactions', cause and effect', 'cost follow events', an 'eye for an eye' 'reap what you 
sow', all of these are examples of common sayings and societal realities that present the inevitable truth, which is, 
that crime and criminality do no happen in isolation. We are all influenced by our environments and the realities we 
get exposed to. However, our choices may be different but we must not deny the truth in the fact that when evil, 
malice, hate, inequality, injustice, desperation, poverty, illiteracy etc. thrive, criminality will be inevitable. 

A broad understanding of all the circumstances put together that must be considered in the administration of 
justice is now much more undeniable. There are definitely realities that constitute the build up to wrongful deeds 
and physical components of a crime because a guilty mind or criminal intention doesn't just happen all in an instant. 
This is why a keen consideration of some of the realistic aspects of civil/social justice must be activated so as to 
appropriately turn the lights on for a better understanding of true criminal justice. The society will be better 
protected and preserved if justice by all means appears to be and truly stays all-encompassing. The welfare of 
prisoners, justice for victims, rights of other persons in the society affected by criminal activities etc. all of these and 
more cannot be relegated the dungeon of irrelevance in the administration of criminal justice. Beyond the punitive 
proportions, there is the correctional also. 
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"Justice, inter alia, is the quality of being just, righteous, equitable or moral rightness. Most times, what is justice to 
one is not justice to the other. The multiple facets of justice were aptly captured in Godwin Josiah v. The State by 
Chukwudifu Oputa, JSC (as he then was, now of blessed memory) when he said: Justice is not a one-way traffic. It is 
not for the appellant alone. Justice is not even a two-way traffic. It is really three-way traffic. Justice for the 
appellant, accused for the heinous crime of murder, justice for the victim, the murdered man, the 'deceased', 
whose blood is crying to heaven for vengeance and finally justice, for the society whose social norms and values 
have been desecrated and broken by the criminal act complained of. What is justice for the offender and the state, 
may not be justice for the victim. For justice therefore to be justice, it must meet the needs of the offender, victim 
and society."4 

When the long arm of the law catches up with a criminal, the criminal gets to serve the jail term upon conviction. 
What happens, for example, to the little girl whose father and mother were brutally murdered in cold blood? What 
happens to her right of inheritance which may have been the underlying dispute that resulted in the loss of life? 
How is the convict going to be effectively reintegrated into society upon completion of the jail time.? These are 
questions that we must find answers to so as to get it right completely. 

This is also why the retired Hon. Justice Rhodes-Vivor had reasons to hold in the case of UWAZURUIKE & ORS V. AG 
FEDERATION5 that courts are set up for the sole purpose to do substantial justice between the parties. 

Substantial justice entails justice to the Court, the accused person and the public. 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE AS A MORE EFFECTIVE APPROACH 
Retributive justice clearly does society more harm than good. The consistent rise in criminality and higher rates of 
crime as the years' flip by stays alarming. The bitterness and apathy in a country with more violent crimes cannot be 
ignored. As the perception of justice continues to be that of so much inefficiency and ineffective results, breakdown 
of law and order will inevitably continue. The money spent on building new prisons and maintaining old ones could 
be used to make living conditions better for people just as the facilities and gadgets at the disposal of law 
enforcement agents cannot in all honesty be inferior to those handled by criminals. 

It is now clearly provided for, in the applicable legislation that prevention by other public officers of offences and 
injury to public property directly reflects in the mandate of a Judge, magistrate or any other public officer charged 
with the responsibility for maintaining law and order to intervene and prevent the commission of offences.1The 
argument here is for a closer consideration of prevention which can be a more effective way of achieving justice. 
When all the parameters of civil realities are closely observed, it would be seen that so much more can be achieved 
through prevention. There is the common saying that "prevention is better than cure". What makes the statement 
very relevant here is that indeed global best practices holds torch for an approach to criminal justice which clearly 
consistently moves away from the old punitive purpose.

Internet fraud, identity theft, economic and financial crimes are among the criminal offences that are increasingly 
associated with the proliferation of information and communication technology. These criminal activities clearly 
have known and identifiable cause-I say causes, not excuse or justification. The moment more moves are made in 
preventing these unlawful occurrences, true progress in the trajectory of justice would be invariably achieved. 

In Nigeria, before we can achieve success in the dimension of prevention which would indeed activate better 
results, we must face the facts that daily confront us. The core values of individuals, their culture, tradition, belief 
and such almost always influence their choices. If we are to stop the endless going in cycles where criminals are 
apprehended,  tried, sentenced and after they get out of jail, they even become more hardened and sophisticated 
to begin their next cycle of criminality, there has to be a conscious shift in the trajectory, so that we can pay more 
attention to the factors responsible which must be checked and corrected so as to better reduce criminal 
tendencies. 

The explanatory memorandum of the Administration of Criminal Justice Act provides; “This Act provides for the 
administration of criminal justice system which promotes efficient management of criminal justice institutions, 
speedy dispensation of justice, protection of the society from crimes and protection of the rights and interests of 
the suspect, the defendant and victims in Nigeria”

The purpose of this pivotal legislation is also clearly stated in Section 1(1) & (2) and this is on all fours with the 
explanatory memorandum.

In considering applicable rules of statutory interpretation, a purposive approach is always key because it employs 
the contextual and non-contextual sources to reiterate a meaning that accords with the purpose of the law. The 
object of the court in interpreting legislation is to give effect so far as the language permits to the intention of the 
legislature. The courts now adopt a purposive approach which seeks to give effect to the true purpose of legislation.

It is only appropriate to now deliberately flip open the known dimensions of expressions particularly regarding 
protection of the society from crimes and protection of the rights and interest of victims in Nigeria. The young, the 
vulnerable and children are chiefly in need of protection because they constitute a large chunk of society and 
because they are often the known victims, who are directly and/or remotely affected by crimes in Nigeria.

FOCUS ON CHILD RIGHTS & PROTECTION
Children are the future; they are the worst hit by all forms of crime. It is therefore important to deliberately consider 
the best approach towards providing an environment for them where crime will almost never be recorded or 
contemplated.“Escalating attacks on communities in North West Nigeria by criminal gangs, including mass 
kidnappings of school children remains horrible. Known in the national media as “bandits” small gangs of criminals 
have been increasingly menacing the North West region of Nigeria, scoring cattle, plunder and ransoms from rural 
farms and villagers. These gangs do not hesitate to use violence, including murder to intimidate villagers into 
submission. Since 2020, these criminal gangs have reportedly been involved in over 350 violent events linked to 
over 1,500 fatalities”

Beyond the consistent dangers that children face as they get to be victims all the time, their rights must be 
protected, their safety guaranteed and their behavioral patterns and exposed realities must be checked.

Section 1 of the Childs Rights Act provides that in every action concerning a child, whether undertaken by an 
individual, public or private body, institutions or service, court of law, or administrative or legislative authority, the 
best interest of the child shall be primary consideration.

Juvenile delinquency is one fall out of poor protection of society from crimes. When children and young people 
indulge in activities that are law-breaking in nature, serious questions regarding their morality, their upbringing, 
their welfare and what they are exposed to will surely come to the front burner. This is why when questions of 
custody and guardianship must be determined, it is important to holistically consider what is best for children, their 
upkeep and the environment in which they are raised.
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